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Topics

Basics of Indian astrology

Astronomical assumption in Indian astrology

Scientific arguments against astrology

How Astrology came into Indian scene
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Basics of Indian astrology

What is zodiac
What is janma nakshatra
What is panchang

What is Shani dasha/ dosha?



The star that appears to be above
head at 8 pm one day will be above
head at 7:56 pm next day. That is
stellar sphere will appear to rotate
eastward by 1c-.

Now we knhow that actually Earth
that is rotating about its own axis at
the rate of 1° in every 4 min., and
also going round the sun about 1°in
one day.



From the point of view of
Earth, thus sun will appear to
rotate once a year in the sky
and come to same star after
one year.

Or one can say, Sun 6 mo v éens 0
the background of stars once a
year.




Zenith Planets rise in
- _v East and sets
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PATH OF SUN

East 90 . Most of us
_"., located
_ \& around the
As seen from Earth, Sun in the % equator
sky moves ina path T called
ecliptic.
. :
Vertical Fe . .
Heliocentric disc  Nadir Celestial sphere

12 constellations are almost
evenly placed on this ecliptic
rng . These are called Zodiac
signs or Rashis




What Is Rasi

The concept of Zodiac
originated in Mesopotamia and
spread to India via Greek.

Similarity of the names/ figures
attest to the same.

Taurus Scorpio Leo
Bull Scorpion Lion

Rishab Vrichikam Simham
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Number

Sanskrit Name

Western Name

Mesha Aries
2 Vrishabha Taurus
3 Mithuna Gemini
4 Karka Cancer
5 Simha Leo
6 Kanya Virgo
7 Tula Libra
8 Vrishchika Scorpio
9 Dhanus Sagittarius
10 Makara Capricorn
11 Kumbha Aquarius
12 Meena Pisces
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Thithi - waxing and waning of moon (~ 29/30 days- a month)

Panchang

Nakshartra T position of moon in the background of stars (either

27 or 28 such Nakshatras are chosen In Indian tradition) 7

part of a Nakshatra Is called a Padam ( feet) making 108 padams

or divisions of the ecliptic

Yogam 1 total of angle of sun & moon
Karnam - one half of Thithi

Vaara - 7 day week



The total time of rotation of moon around the earth (30 days) is
divided into 30 parts or Tithis. Thus, Tithi is 12° rotation around the
earth, but the time taken for 1 tithi is not uniform (because of moon & s
elliptical orbit) and may vary from 19 to 26 hours. Tithis begin at
varying times of the day. There are 30 tithis in each lunar month .

Because the duration of Tithi keeps changing, one sun day ( 24 hours),
may contain 1,2 or 3 tithis . Thus, at times, it is difficult to give a Tithi
name to a sun-day, and there are differences amongst experts .
Celebration of festivals according to tithis also is often contested .

First quater

The Lunar Month

Full Shukla Paksha

) Purnima 5&—90 .
/ e Full moon New moon

Krishna Paksha
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New Lunar days New
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Shukla-paksha Krishna-paksha



Moon takes about 27.3 days to go
around Earth once and come back to day in its orbit against a

the same star. prominent star - called the

nakshatra or lunar
mansion . There are 27
nakshtras

Bharani

The position of moon each

Krittika

Ashwini




Janama Nakshtra

The first Nakshatra IS

Aswini (Aswathi), a
group of 3 stars in the
shape of

OAswamukhao or
horse head .

If a child IS born
when moon IS near
Aswini, its birth star
IS said to be Aswini




The next day Moon will be in Bharani,

Then it will go to Kritika (Karthika), the
seven  sisters, then to Rohini (the
Hyades) in the shape of letter V, and so
on.

Since the Mo o n opath and S u n opath
are nearly the same, the nakshatras

and rashis fall on the same ecliptic
ring . Thus, all the 27 Nakshatras are
included in the 12 rashis, so that each
has 2!/ , Nakshathra . Moon spends one
day and Sun 13-14 days in each
Nakshathra




Nakshtra as day count

27 1/ 5 Days is the length of a sidereal Lunar month ( from starting
Nakshatra back to the same nakshatra).

The Nakshtras were very useful in counting days, eqg. if a child was
born in Aswini and today is Magha then evidently it is 10 days old.

In olden days Indians had no 7 day week !



Nakshtra and their
Imaginary shape



