
 

 

DBT-IBSD augments Covid-19 testing facilities in Manipur and Mizoram  
 

 

 

 
 

 

New Delhi, June 15: The  Department of Biotechnology’s Institute of Bioresources and 

Sustainable Development (DBT-IBSD) has its head office in Imphal, Manpur amd has 

centres in Shillong, Gangtok, Aizawl. It has been taking steps to help boost the capacity of 

the various States in the northeastern region of the country to meet the challenges posed by 

the COVID-19 pandemic that is sweeping across the world.  

 

It recently provided assistance in Manipur and Mizoram under the guidance of its Director, 

Prof. Pulok Kumar Mukherjee. In Manipur, it extended a helping hand to the COVID-19 

testing Centres at Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Medical Sciences (JNIMS) and Regional 

Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS) at Imphal to cope up with a shortage of trained 

manpower. One Scientist Fellow, one Post-Doctoral Fellow and one research scholar under 

the guidance of Dr. Nanaocha Sharma, Scientist-E has been helping in JNIMS, while one 

Research Associate and one Senior Research Fellow under the guidance of Dr. Indira Devi, 

Scientist-D has been helping in RIMS. 

 

This is in addition to an earlier initiative, where DBT-IBSD had lent one RT-PCR and one 

RNA Extraction equipment to RIMS and one RT-PCR to JNIMS. Besides, it has distributed 

hand sanitisers, masks, face shields and drinking water to front line workers and different 



quarantine centres located in Imphal west district and also involved in different other 

activities. 

 

In Mizoram, the Institute has provided one Real Time (RT) PCR equipment to Zoram 

Medical College in Aizawl. The equipment, along with consumables, was flown to the 

Mizoram capital from Imphal in a helicopter arranged by the Mizoram Government. The 

equipment has been lent at the request of the Government of Mizoram and the Zoram 

Medical College. The consignment was handed over to the Department of Science and 

Technology, Mizoram Government, by scientists and staff of the Aizawl centre of the IBSD. 

RT-PCR is one of the best methods for detecting, tracking and studying the novel 

coronavirus.  

 

Chief Minister of Mizoram, Mr. Zoramthanga, expressed his gratitude to Union Minister for 

Science and Technology, Dr Harsh Vardhan, DBT Secretary, Dr Renu Swarup, DBT-IBSD 

Director and DBT-IBSD team in a series of tweets. Among other things, the Institute had also 

earlier lent one RT-PCR machine to the Government of Meghalaya in April 2020 for the 

testing facility at Tura.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



      

 

Contact details: 

DBT-IBSD Director Prof. Pulok Kumar Mukherjee,  

Telephone: +91-385-2446121(O)  

E-mail: director.ibsd@nic.in   

Website: www.ibsd.gov.in; www.pulokmukherjee.in 

http://www.pulokmukherjee.in/

