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Vigyan Prasar (VP), a National Institute for Science &

Technology Communication under the Department of

Science & Technology, Govt. of India and Indira Gandhi

Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR), Kalpakkam along

with Centre for Media Sciences (CMS), Anna University

jointly organised a two day Workshop on 06th–07th

November, 2012 for media students and Journalists on

Nuclear Energy in order to create awareness among the

aspiring professionals of the media industry.



 The purpose of the workshop was to spread
awareness about nuclear energy vis a vis
removing misconceptions about production
nuclear power

 Around 50 students of Journalism from different
colleges affiliated with Anna University and other
Educational Institutes, Faculty Members, Media
Persons and other Vigilant Citizens attended the
workshop



Activities on Day-1
 Field Visit to Madras Atomic Power Station (MAPS)
 Visit to IGCAR, Kalpakkam
 Visit to BHAVINI Nuclear Reactor
 Interaction with Nuclear Experts

Activities on Day-2
 Inauguration
 Youth Parliament
 “Atoms for Prosperity” by Dr M Sai Baba, Associate

Director, Resources Management Group, IGCAR
 “Radiation Safety” by Dr B Venkatraman, Associate

Director, Radiological Safety & Environmental Group
 Panel Discussion



 Power Consumption and Production with demand
supply gap were discussed in the workshop by the
experts

 Need and role of Nuclear Power in Indian perspective
and its impact on societal development were covered
in the workshop

 To help dispel myths and illuminate future journalists
on the ground realities at the Kudankulam plant,
misconceptions on nuclear energy and myths and
fear of radiation from nuclear energy were cleared on
the occasion



 Safety features of Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant was discussed in detail

Winners of the Youth Parliament were
awarded



Day - 1



Field Visit to 

MAPS and IGCAR,

The purpose of the field visit was to demonstrate
clean energy technologies and power generation
techniques to the participants

An interactive session with experts to answer the
queries raised by participants was also held





 Field Visit of the participants to

Madras Atomic Power Station

(MAPS), Kalpakkam was followed

by interactive session with

Director IGCAR and a visit to

BHAVINI.

 The session began with an

introduction to the Nuclear Energy

– the science, the myths, waste

disposal and need for nuclear

energy in the country.



 Scientist from MAPS gave a clear insight on the
nuclear technology and the basic understanding of
fission reaction followed by details of the broader
reactor, its working at Kalpakkam. They, very
elaborately, threw light on the myths associated with
radioactivity and the methods the Kalpakkam plant is
successfully applying for waste disposal.

 Session ended with interactive session from aspiring
media enthusiasts clearing doubts associated with
nuclear energy production and the reality of protests
against nuclear energy.



 Aspiring youngsters had on unique opportunity to interact
with Dr. Chetal Shekhar, Director, IGCAR.

 Dr. Chetal reiterated the need of nuclear power rector, its
three stages and safety measures ensured at the centre.
He and his team for last few decades have ensured to
install an indigenous three stage fast breeder reactor at
Kalpakkam centre.



 He also assured that safety of and every individual
at Kalpakkam and blooming aquatic life at the sea
is regarded as the highest pointy.

 He ended quoting, “India is a remarkable country
with space stations, atomic energy on one side
and bullock cost on Delhi.

 Clearly, need for energy in the country is inevitable
truth and nuclear energy is the walk for the future”.



 A model of the BHAVINI Nuclear Reactor was at
display

 An Engineer from Kalpakkam clearly explained
the „how to work‟ if the reactor, control systems
and skills needed by the operator

 All in all, the in house scientists ensured that all
the media students were assured and
enlightened about the basis science, safety
systems installed, concerns and myths
associated with nuclear energy production in
general





Day - 2



Inaugural Session

Welcome Address: Dr M Sai Baba, Associate Director, RMG, IGCAR
Chief Guest: Dr M Sekar, Dean, CEG Campus, Anna University
Special Guest: Er. Anuj Sinha, Former Director, VP
Introductory Remarks: Shri Nimish Kapoor, Scientist, VP
Vote of Thanks: Ms. Jalaja Madan Mohan, NPCIL

Speakers
Er. Anuj Sinha, Former Director, VP
Dr M Sai Baba, IGCAR
Shri Sarangapani. RSD, IGCAR
Dr L V Krishnan, DAE

Guests and Speakers



 The program included, inaugural session, special
lecture by Er Anuj Sinha Former Director VP, Youth
Parliament by media students of all the participating
colleges, Slogan Competition, Awareness Lecture by
Dr M Sai Baba & Shri Sarangapani (RSD, IGCAR),
Panel Discussion by Colleagues from DAE chaired
by Dr L V Krishnan & invited talk By Dr L V Krishnan
for the students. The session concluded with
Valedictory Session.

On 7th November 2012 the programmes were organised 
at IRS Auditorium, Anna University. 



Inaugural Session





 The inauguration started with the welcome
speech by, Dr. M. Sai Baba, Associate
Director, Resource Management
Department, and IGCAR.

 He shared that all the processes in Nuclear
Power Plants are guarded and restricted by
procedures under monitoring of national and
international agencies so we must remove
fear of radiation from our mind.

 He urged the need for this type of many
more awareness campaign on Nuclear
Energy so that the society may be informed
about the benefits of Nuclear Power as an
clean energy

Dr M. Sai Baba



 Dr M. Sekar, Dean, CEG Campus,
Anna University, the Chief Guest of
the inaugural session addressed the
media students about the nuclear
technology development.

 He mentioned that Dept of Atomic
Energy was prestigious project of
our country and to allay the fears
from the minds of the people such
awareness programmes have to be
initiated by DAE.

 He requested the media students for
appropriate usage of software
technologies in nuclear energy
research.

Dr M. Sekar



 Shri Nimish Kapoor, Scientist,
Vigyan Prasar informed all about
Vigyan Prasar, specifically in
inculcating Scientific Temper in
masses.

 He shared the information about
Vigyan Prasar and its contribution
on creating awareness about the
benefits of nuclear energy all over
India.

 He also stated other campaign and
workshop connected by them on
importance of nuclear energy in
India.

Nimish Kapoor



Interactive Lecture Session

 Complex Questions of
Energy by Er. Anuj Sinha

 Atom for Prosperity by Dr
M Sai Baba

 Radiation Safety by Shri
Sarangapani.

 Safety Measures for
Nuclear Reactors by Dr L
V Krishnan



Er. Anuj Sinha

 Er. Anuj Sinha, Former Director, Vigyan
Prasar in his expert talk on ‘The
Complex Questions of Energy’ talked
about the energy scenario of country

 He gave a detailed presentation on the
need of nuclear power for our country.

 He asked all the audience to be aware
of the facts and then form any opinion.



 R. Saragapani, Radiation Safety Section, IGCAR,
Kalpakkam gave a detailed presentation on
„Radiation Safety‟.

 In his presentation he informed all about radiation
and its types. He also mentioned sources of
radiation.

 He informed all how radiation is measured and
about the biological aspects of radiation.

 He also talked about various applications of
radiation in daily life and its importance.



 Dr. L V Krishnan Former
Director, Safety Research,
IGCAR in his presentation talked
about “What is wrong with
nuclear power?”

 He opined and raised that there
is no risk-free energy source

 He expressed that all reactors
are not alike and radiation is not
harmful at all doses

Dr. L V Krishnan



Competitive Session 

 Competitions based on the usefulness of
nuclear energy were conducted in the form
of Slogan Writing



Youth Parliament
 Youth Parliament provided young students the

opportunity to explore and debate the vital issues of
myths on nuclear energy that India faces today.

 Youth Parliament was initiated by Dr I Arul Aram and
was conducted by Shri Aditya Srinivas 5th semester
Media Student of Anna University.

 A resolution was passed by young parliamentarians in
Youth Parliament to adopt nuclear as principle mode of
clean power generation in the country and to
communicate / disseminate the facts about it





Panel Discussion
 The panellists were Mr. Radhakrishnan and Mr. Ravishankar from

MAPS, Dr. L. V. Krishnan and Dr. Sai Baba from IGCAR, and Mr.
Kalirgan from the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant.

 Mr. Kalirgan initiated the proceedings with a passionate talk
explaining in a clear and lucid manner as to the plethora of safety
installations, checks and cross-checks, and the various fail safe
mechanisms that are installed at the Kudankulam Nuclear Plant.
Amongst a few queries that were addressed by him, a particular
one demanded to know that since Kudankulam is a coastal town,
how is the risk of a radiation leakage caused by a tsunami planned
for to which
Mr. Kalirgan clarified stating that till date the maximum tidal
wave height witnessed in Indian waters has been 6 feet and
the plant has an outer periphery wall standing 12 feet in
height and has double layered concrete walls.



Panel Discussion

 When asked to elaborate further on the safety systems at the
plant, Mr. Kalirgan stated that the plant follows the PHRS (Passive
Heat Removal System) that enables automatic trigger of damage
control operations to commence upon breach of certain safety
parameters, without requiring the presence of any individual to
order commencement thereof.



Panel Discussion
 The speech was followed by a diverse array of

questions from the audience thrown at the panellists,
which were patiently explained by each panellist.

 The panelists whole heartedly went the extra mile in
explaining scientific terms to non-science journalism
students, which ensured that participation and interest
levels in the panel discussions remained at peak levels
throughout.



Prize & 

Certificate Distribution

Prizes and Certificates
of Participation were
distributed by the Chief
Guest to the winners of
Slogan Competition &
Youth Parliament with
participants







Media Coverage





Thank You

Prepared by Mr Abhinav Gupta with reporting inputs received from Mrs Jalaja Madan
Mohan, Mr Nimish Kapoor, Ms Prama Neeraja, Mr Kushal Jadhav, Ms Krithika K


